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in the rostrum. When he resumed the reading of his
statement prolonged applause punctuated the withering
strictures with which he favoured the " accomplices of the
enemy, and the traitors, from wherever they come and
whatever may be the masks they put on their faces." He
received support unequivocal, at least in appearance, when
he stated explicitly that France would only lay down her
arms " when she could negotiate with a Government whose
signature would be binding " and when she " could obtain
a security strongly organised and resting on material
guarantees which would ensure its duration." Above all,
did he receive evidence of support when with voice and
gesture he emphasised this programme : " We must make
war and we must win it."
After that sitting one might well believe that the atmo-
sphere was wholly cleansed. But the afternoon one proved
the contrary. Internal policy reassumed what it con-
sidered its rights. Disappointed or impatient ambitions
exploited legitimate causes of dissatisfaction, with which
M. Daladier had not sufficiently concerned himself, as well
as the just anxiety felt by many deputies to unite in
securing an appreciable improvement in the conduct of the
war. There was wrangling over the plenary powers, of
which the Government demanded renewal. M. Daladier
resisted the amendments by which the opposition proposed
to limit these powers. He refused to accord them to the
Chamber, but accepted similar restrictions from the
Senate. Asked the reason, he answered that a wind of
conspiracy was blowing in the Chamber before which he had
been unwilling to bow despite the enticements oi benevolent
brokers eager to push themselves forward.
The impression of Parliamentarians of long experience
was that the sitting had proved the possibility of an over-
throw of the Cabinet. M. Frossard who, as is well known,
was a candidate for the Ministry of Information, asserted
that the Government had taken a shrewd blow and that
it was only a question of weeks.